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Social Housing

Practice area under Real

Estate

The social housing sector has a key role in the development of

sustainable urban environments. We have extensive knowledge of

the legal framework supporting the collaboration between various

players, and we assist in providing efficient solutions to create

diverse housing.

Social housing is a cornerstone in the building of socially and financially

sustainable communities. Plesner's Social Housing team combine legal acuteness

with practical knowledge to help the sector navigate in the often complex legal

environment.

Our experts have deep knowledge of the regulatory requirements and the daily

challenges facing both public authorities and private enterprises. We assist in

connection with development and renovation of housing areas, dispute

resolution and advice on social housing law. We use our broad knowledge to

ensure that our clients get advice considering the full picture and covering

project development, building and property transactions.

Our partnership with social housing organisations and their partners ensures that

our legal solutions not only comply with legislation but also encourage innovative

thinking and sustainability. We advise on the best methods for sustainable urban

development, integrate green principles in housing projects and support the

development of new legislation matching current social and environmental

requirements.

We work actively to influence the sector so that it can meet society's changing

requirements. Our dedication to social housing extends to more than legal work;

it is about strengthening the collaboration creating the diverse city.

Budget overruns

Building projects can be complex, and budget overruns may have grave

consequences for the employer.

We assist our clients from the project development stage, through regulatory

approvals and filing of Forms A, B and C, and we assist in identifying potential

risks and minimising such risks before they affect the budget for the project.

In case of budget overruns we assist in identifying the possibilities of obtaining

financial coverage of such overruns, for instance through insurance coverage and

exposure of actionable conducts on the part of a contract partner. In the event of

disputes we guide our clients safely through the dispute in close collaboration

with our recognised Construction team.

Building contracts, building damage and defects

We guide our clients safely through complex building projects.

We assist in preparing, negotiating and reviewing construction contracts and

assist in ensuring the correct allocation of responsibilities and risk handling in the

contractual relationship.

We also advise on the choice of construction type and the choice of procurement

model, and we analyse the advantages and disadvantages of the various models

https://plesner.com/en/practice-area/construction
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in relation to the relevant procurement. We also assist in defining the

procurement strategy and in choosing the correct procurement procedure.

In case of building damage and defects, we provide assistance in connection with

negotiations on remedies and compensation. We are highly specialised in terms

of construction law dispute resolution, and we ensure security through all stages

of such dispute resolution, including arbitration proceedings and legal

proceedings.

Sustainability and community

The social housing sector plays a key role in creating diverse and socially

sustainable cities, among other things through the building of affordable housing,

so that residents with diverse backgrounds and income levels may live side by

side.

When converting existing housing areas and developing new urban areas,

sustainability is about creating better environmental, financial and socially

sustainable frameworks, including by integrating sustainability principles and

practices across design, construction and operation.

In close collaboration with our Real Estate team we assist our clients in creating

the legal framework for sustainability and community in development and

renovation projects.

The delegated client model

We advise on the building of social housing under the delegated client model,

which entails that the private player guarantees the social housing organisation

that building will be realised.

We assist our clients in defining interfaces between the building of social

housing and private building, and we ensure holistic legal solutions considering

the special circumstances applying to social housing.

We have extensive experience in advising private players on procurement rules

and assisting in the completion of procurement processes, including definition of

a procurement strategy, drafting of all relevant procurement and contractual

documents and management of the process until the signing of a contract to

ensure that it proceeds according to the rules, and that the procurement

documents otherwise match the realisation of the project.

More housing through densification

In recent years, attention has increasingly been centred on the possibility of

creating more housing through densification. For one thing, it has entailed that in

matters concerning social housing renovation, a "comply or explain" principle is to

be applied when determining whether social housing should be added.

Densification may be achieved by building on free areas, adding to existing

buildings, utilising top storeys or by demolishing existing buildings and building

new, larger buildings. Densification involving various types of housing and

ownership may contribute to creating a diverse neighbourhood. 

We assist our clients in buying and selling housing organisations' sites or top

storey areas and with cadastral or owner-occupied flat conversion. We also advise

on issues relating to planning basis, additional purchase price and easements and

encumbrances as well as rules on tenants' participation in relation to

densification, including the definition of decision-making competences between

the tenants' participation bodies.

Innovation and development

https://plesner.com/en/practice-area/real-estate
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The social housing sector is an active and important player in society and

contributes to support and develop social and housing policy agendas.

The social housing sector is subject to strict legislation which must be adapted

regularly to keep up with developments in society. 

Consequently there is a continuous requirement for evaluating and developing

new legislation for the purpose of ensuring that the legislative framework for the

social housing sector supports the sector's role in the development of society.

We assist our clients in identifying any barriers to the development of the social

housing sector and we identify, in close collaboration with our clients, new

solutions and draft well-prepared proposals for new or additional legislation that

may support society and the sector's demand for sustainability and community,

for instance. 

We proactively use our knowledge of authorities' procedures and our network

among social housing organisations, authorities and private players to assist our

clients in driving the development of the social housing sector.

Buying and selling

Buying and selling sites and areas form a cornerstone of our services, and we

take pride in tailoring solution models for the project that is to be completed.

We have deep knowledge and understanding of the conditions and rules

governing social housing organisations, including the operational procedures of

the supervisory authorities and their approach to social housing and renovations

as well as the tenant participation process. This knowledge is valuable regardless

of whether we are advising social housing organisations or private players in

relation to new developments and renovation of social housing.

We assist our clients when social housing organisations are to execute building

projects in the form of new building, densification or renovation of existing

housing. We negotiate and ensure the highest possible standards for price and

contract terms in contracts of sale in order that our clients may have a secure and

frictionless transaction from beginning to end.

Our advisory services include:

acquisition of property

project development

financing, including special subsidy schemes

procurement processes

applications for funding from the National Building Fund (Danish: skemasager)

and regulatory approval

building projects

rules governing ancillary activities (Danish: sideaktiviteter) and ancillary

activity companies (Danish: sideaktivitetsselskaber), including organisation of

divisional structures and operation.

The social housing stock is currently undergoing extensive changes through

realisation of development plans and overall plans and through large-scale

subsidised and unsubsidised renovation projects.

We provide advice in connection with implementation of renovations and

significant changes to social housing, including on decommissioning of housing,

conversion of facades, roof renovations, procurement of required permissions,

registration and rehousing.

We also advise on all aspects of conversion of existing buildings to social

housing.
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In close collaboration with our clients we communicate with the various players,

from chartered surveyors, neighbours and utility companies to public authorities,

private players and mortgagees, and we provide holistic and value-creating

solutions.

Renovation and conversion

The social housing stock is currently undergoing extensive changes through

realisation of development plans and overall plans and through large-scale

subsidised and unsubsidised renovation projects.

We provide advice in connection with implementation of renovations and

significant changes to social housing, including on decommissioning of housing,

conversion of facades, roof renovations, procurement of required permissions,

registration and rehousing.

We also advise on all aspects of conversion of existing buildings to social

housing.

In close collaboration with our clients we communicate with the various players,

from chartered surveyors, neighbours and utility companies to public authorities,

private players and mortgagees, and we provide holistic and value-creating

solutions.

Collaboration between social housing organisations and private players

We advise on all issues when social housing organisations and private players are

to collaborate on the building of social housing, including in connection with

private development projects where local development plans require social

housing, and in connection with the development of existing social housing.

Our clients often use us as the unifying adviser coordinating and communicating

the knowledge of all advisers to pave the way for overall solutions. 

We have profound knowledge of the potential challenges which social housing

organisations and private players may be facing, and we ensure operational,

balanced and aligned bodies of contracts supporting social housing legislation,

which at the same time take into consideration the commercial market in which

the parties’ agreements are to be applied during a project or transaction process.
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Case  News 06.03.2026

Plesner advises Catella and Nordkranen on 205-unit sustainable housing project

Case  News 22.08.2025

NPV divests development project in Greater Copenhagen to Urban Partners and AG

Gruppen

Case  News 15.07.2025

CBRE Investment Management enters into a milestone commercial lease agreement with

SATAIR

Case  News 01.07.2025

Koncenton sells 68 high-quality residential units in central Copenhagen

Case  News 26.06.2025

Nuveen Real Estate sells 390 microliving units in central Copenhagen

Case  News 14.01.2025

Invesco acquires two residential properties in Ballerup

Case  News 19.12.2024

Cibus acquires a substantial portfolio of Danish grocery stores

Case  News 27.11.2024

Innovater sells 189 residential units in Vinge

Case  News 07.11.2024

CBRE IM sells 463 residential units in Central Copenhagen

Case  News 10.09.2024

AP Ejendomme develops and constructs a new headquarter for Team Danmark

Case  News 25.06.2024

IPO of Prisma Properties on Nasdaq Stockholm

Case  News 04.06.2024

https://plesner.com/en/news/plesner-advises-catella-and-nordkranen-205-unit-sustainable-housing-project
https://plesner.com/en/news/npv-divests-development-project-greater-copenhagen-urban-partners-and-ag-gruppen
https://plesner.com/en/news/cbre-investment-management-enters-milestone-commercial-lease-agreement-satair
https://plesner.com/en/news/koncenton-sells-68-high-quality-residential-units-central-copenhagen
https://plesner.com/en/news/nuveen-real-estate-sells-390-microliving-units-central-copenhagen
https://plesner.com/en/news/invesco-acquires-two-residential-properties-ballerup
https://plesner.com/en/news/cibus-acquires-substantial-portfolio-danish-grocery-stores
https://plesner.com/en/news/innovater-sells-189-residential-units-vinge
https://plesner.com/en/news/cbre-im-sells-463-residential-units-central-copenhagen
https://plesner.com/en/news/ap-ejendomme-develops-and-constructs-new-headquarter-team-danmark
https://plesner.com/en/news/ipo-prisma-properties-nasdaq-stockholm
https://plesner.com/en/insights/highligts/2024/06/catella-real-estate-ag-sells-iconic-office-building-in-copenhagen
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Catella Real Estate AG sells iconic office building in Copenhagen

Ratings

2026 Chambers Europe

"Plesner has an entrepreneurial mindset. The team is focused, diligent and

responsive"

"Plesner is well organised and informative on the specifics of the case. They're

strong sparring partners, good at coming up with ideas and at both the making of

a strategy and the execution of it"

"Plesner has an excellent and experienced team"

"Plesner is always available for discussions and has solid work capacity"

2026 The  Lega l 500

"The people have a high degree of agility, urgency and commercial

understanding"

"Very professional"

"Very collaborative and skilled team. Goal oriented and expert in complex cases"

2025 Chambers Europe

"Plesner has expertise in analysing highly complex contracts"

"It is a strong team with a good understanding of the market"

"The lawyers are very responsive and service-minded"

https://plesner.com/en/insights/highligts/2024/06/catella-real-estate-ag-sells-iconic-office-building-in-copenhagen
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2025 The  Lega l 500

"The team stands out for its exceptional blend of legal expertise, dedication to

client service, and innovative approach to solving complex issues. One of the key

strengths of the team is their deep understanding of not only the law but also the

specific industries and markets they serve"

"Potential clients should know that the team’s responsiveness and commitment

to excellence are unparalleled. They are highly collaborative, working seamlessly

across disciplines and geographies to deliver holistic solutions"

"This team excels in both their technical legal knowledge and their ability to build

lasting, trust-based relationships with clients. They offer a personalised, client-

centric approach that consistently exceeds expectations, making them a go-to

choice for any complex legal matter"

"I’ve particularly valued their proactive approach, clear communication, and

unwavering attention to detail. They are not just exceptional lawyers, but also

trusted advisors who prioritise building long-term relationships. Their

responsiveness and willingness to collaborate across teams and practices ensure

a seamless experience for clients"

"The team at Plesner showcases exceptional legal expertise combined with deep

commercial insight. When Plesner is handling your case, you can be confident as

an investor that you are in good hands"

2024 Chambers Europe

"I'm very satisfied with their ability; they are strong in all the areas relevant to us

and I'm always satisfied with their service"

"They are highly competent and work well together"

2024 The  Lega l 500

"Ability to understand complex issues and translate into actionable guidance and

advice. Clear and concise presentation of claims and argumentation in litigation"

"Always available. Quick response. Proficient in understanding and addressing

complex professional issues. Down-to-earth advice that considers the scope of

the subject and the customer’s needs"

"Very accommodating and ready to take all matters seriously" 

"Plesner has provided a 360-degree full service for us. They have a big back

office and have efficiently provided us with the best knowledge in their legal

house across the different specialties"
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Anders Hermansen

Attorney-at-Law,Partner

Mobile +45  21  94  17 16

Direct +45  36  94  24  93

Ema il anhe@plesner.com

Benjamin Bunnage

Attorney-at-Law (L),
Partner

Mobile +45  29  99  30  03

Direct +45  36  94  15  33

Ema il bbu@plesner.com

Lasse Stjernholm

Detlevsen

Attorney-at-Law (L),
Partner

Mobile +45  61  42  15  91

Direct +45  36  94  15  00

Ema il lstd@plesner.com

Caroline Lemminger

Jensen

Attorney-at-Law,Manager

Mobile +45  28  15  82  96

Direct +45  36  94  11  42

Ema il clj@plesner.com

Christian Badstue

Pedersen

Attorney-at-Law

Mobile +45  30  90  58  98

Direct +45  36  94  23  06

Ema il chbp@plesner.com

Christian Gjørtsvang

Attorney-at-Law,Director

Mobile +45  26  24  08  31

Direct +45  36  94  21  91

Ema il chgj@plesner.com

Christopher Søndergaard

Rønsov

Attorney-at-Law

Mobile +45  23  81  26  71

Direct +45  36  94  15  01

Ema il chsr@plesner.com

Emilie Lauenborg

Breitenstein

Attorney-at-Law,Manager

Mobile +45  40  48  85  52

Direct +45  36  94  23  84

Ema il emlg@plesner.com

Jesper Morsing

Attorney-at-Law,Manager

Mobile +45  21  94  26  05

Direct +45  36  94  24  85

Ema il jemg@plesner.com

Josephine Heger

Søndergaard

Attorney-at-Law,Manager

Mobile +45  30  90  35  55

Direct +45  36  94  23  91

Ema il johs@plesner.com

Line Vester Clausen

Attorney-at-Law,Manager

Mobile +45  23  48  88  11

Direct +45  36  94  15  02

Ema il live@plesner.com

Nils Svendsen

Attorney-at-Law,Director

Mobile +45  61  42  12  46

Direct +45  36  94  15  53

Ema il nisv@plesner.com
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Peer Meisner

Attorney-at-Law,
Senior Advisor

Mobile +45  29  99  30  26

Direct +45  36  94  12  65

Ema il pme@plesner.com

https://plesner.com/en/our-people/peer-meisner
https://plesner.com/en/our-people/peer-meisner
tel:%2B4529993026
tel:%2B4536941265
mailto:pme@plesner.com

